
 

 CBS Ignores Massive Deficit Under Obama
Last Wednesday’s CBS Evening News and last Thursday’s Early Show failed to report 
that the deficit has risen to a staggering $1.4 trillion – triple what it was a year ago – ac-
cording to the Media Research Center.

In contrast, a year ago when President Bush was still in office, the CBS Evening News men-
tioned the “record federal deficit.”  During a report on October 7, 2008, CBS’ Katie Couric 
said: “Today the Congressional Budget Office reported the red ink totaled $438 billion for 
the budget year that ended last week. Now, that’s nearly three times last year’s deficit.” 

ABC and NBC both reported the story last week, but CBS did not.  Apparently, tripling the deficit is only 
newsworthy to CBS if it happens when a Republican is President.

Distributed by Congressman Lamar Smith.  For regular e-mail updates, please visit http://lamarsmith.house.gov
 For more information please contact Dan Rosso at 202-225-4236 or dan.rosso@mail.house.gov

       Media Show Double Standard on Unemployment  10/14/09    
Unemployment under President Obama is at a 26-year high. The last time the economy had 
9.7 percent or higher unemployment was under President Reagan. But despite the similar 
unemployment figures during the Obama and Reagan administrations, the media have 
treated President Obama far more favorably than they treated President Reagan, ac-
cording to an analysis by the Business and Media Institute (BMI).

BMI examined network unemployment stories on the evenings that unemployment data was 
released from March 2009 to September 2009 and March 1982 to September 1982.  During that time period 
in 1982 unemployment ranged from 8.9 percent to 9.8 percent, while in 2009 it ranged from 8.1 percent to 
9.7 percent.

BMI found that 91 percent of stories mentioning the Reagan administration were negative while only 7 
percent of Obama administration mentions were negative.  Obama mentions were favorable 87 percent 
of the time, but there were zero positive mentions of Reagan.  Furthermore, the networks connected the 
Reagan White House to negative jobs numbers almost twice as often as the Obama Administration. 

Media Let Obama Dominate Economic Debate
President Obama has “dominated” the news about the economy, according to an analysis by the Project for 
Excellence in Journalism (PEJ).

PEJ found that nine of the top 20 most-quoted phrases about the economy came from President Obama.  
In contrast, just four of the top 20 phrases came from Republicans.  PEJ also found that the White 
House and federal agencies alone initiated about a third of economic stories, while business triggered 
just one in five stories.


