
 

 NY Times Gives Miles of Coverage to President 
President Obama and his agenda are in the news so much that media research groups are finding new ways to 
measure the coverage. 

According to the Center for Media and Public Affairs, The New York Times has featured 405 stories of the 
Obama Administration on its front page in the last eight months.  These stories have totaled 120,000 column 
inches.  That equals almost two miles of coverage devoted to President Obama and his agenda.

Not surprisingly, The New York Times featured more positive coverage of the President than any other 
news outlet, according to the Center for Media and Public Affairs.  

The national media should devote more time – and a few more inches – to covering the other side of the 
story.

Distributed by Congressman Lamar Smith.  For regular e-mail updates, please visit http://lamarsmith.house.gov
 For more information please contact Dan Rosso at 202-225-4236 or dan.rosso@mail.house.gov

                        Media Ignore Health Care Poll                 9/23/09    
A new Investor’s Business Daily poll of more than 1,300 physicians found that nearly two-thirds do not 
support the Administration’s health care plan.  And more than 7 in 10 say the government cannot pro-
vide insurance coverage for millions of additional people and save money without harming quality.

IBD’s findings contradict reports in the national media that claim most doctors support the Administration’s 
plan.  The media know that the American Medical Association doesn’t speak for all doctors.  In fact, only 17 
percent of doctors belong to the AMA in large part because it is too liberal.

It’s not a surprise that the national media ignored IBD’s poll.  It doesn’t fit their agenda of more gov-
ernment control and less individual freedom.

Media Downplay 9/12 Protests
The national media’s coverage of the conservative 9/12 protests was scarce and antagonistic, according 
to an analysis by the Media Research Center (MRC). 

According to MRC, the three TV networks did not offer any pre-rally coverage before the 9/12 protests.
And their coverage afterward intentionally tried to paint a negative picture of the protestors.

Furthermore, a regular commentator on MSNBC dismissed the protestors as “the fringe of the fringe,” al-
though they were everyday Americans.  And The New York Times buried its coverage of the protests on page 
A37 of Sunday’s paper.  In contrast, the media gave significantly more – and more positive – coverage to 
liberal protests recently.

The national media should give fair coverage to protests on both sides, rather than downplaying conservative 
demonstrations.


